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27 Sep 01

MEMORANDUM FOR DISTRIBUTION C & E





SUBJECT:  Implementation of Affirmative Procurement Certification Requirements IAW Executive Order (EO) 13101, Greening The Government Through Waste Prevention, Recycling and Federal Acquisition

1. The current state of our nation has brought national security, and many of the Department of Defense’s (DoD’s) key mission areas to the forefront.  While the emphasis on missions pertaining to war fighting capabilities is obvious to all, the environmental aspects of our business remain essential as we return to normalcy, as we continue to support national policies, and as our products remain producible under domestic and international environmental laws and regulations.  The TACOM’s ability to produce, pack and ship has a critical impact on the Army’s readiness, and meeting and exceeding environmental requirements remains an objective of the DoD.

2. Executive Order (EO) 13101, entitled, Greening the Government Through Waste Prevention, Recycling, and Federal Acquisition, was signed on 14 Sep 98 to promote efficient use of our natural resources and to protect the environment for ourselves and future generations.  To meet these objectives, the Federal government will incorporate waste prevention, recycling and acquisition of recycled content and environmentally preferred products including biobased products into its daily operations.  Section 402 of EO 13101 and Section 6002 of the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) require the implementation of an Affirmative Procurement program for all Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) designated items included in the EPA’s Comprehensive Procurement Guideline (CPG) program.  The CPG program includes a listing of EPA Categories and Designated Items, e.g., Construction – Building Insulation, that must contain recovered materials, unless justified otherwise (Enclosure 1).  At present, most of the designated items are not relevant to ammunition and weapon systems, but rather base operations.  However, they may be relevant to the packaging and peripheral items associated with the materiel.  The list of designated items is periodically updated and expanded by the EPA; therefore, the impact of this EO could change with time.  Recommended recycled-content ranges for each CPG designated item based on current information regarding commercially available recycled-content products is provided in the EPA’s Recovered Materials Advisory Notices (RMANs).  Detailed and updated information pertaining to the CPG program and RMANs can be found at http://www.epa.gov/cpg/.  Section 403 of EO 13101 directs the EPA to evaluate compliance with RCRA Section 6002 when conducting either RCRA or multi-media inspections.  Non-compliance with Affirmative Procurement requirements may result in a Notice of Violation (NOV) being issued to TACOM-ARDEC.  In addition, citizens may take action pursuant to RCRA Section 7002 for violations of RCRA 6002 requirements.  However, TACOM-ARDEC would not be required to pay administrative penalties assessed for violations of RCRA section 6002.

3.  Procurement of EPA designated items in the CPG program requires that 100% of such purchases meet or exceed recycled content guideline standards, unless justified otherwise.  This includes products purchased by contractors using Government funds.  Written justification for not meeting or exceeding the CPG is required and shall be made part of the procurement file, but only for purchases above the micropurchase level, i.e., $2,500.  The justification must be based on one of the following conditions:

               a.  The product is not available competitively within a reasonable time frame,

               b.  The product does not meet appropriate performance standards, or

               c.  The product is only available at an unreasonable price.

AMSTA-AR-TDS  (200-1a)

SUBJECT:  Implementation of Affirmative Procurement Certification Requirements IAW Executive Order (EO) 13101, Greening The Government Through Waste Prevention, Recycling and Federal Acquisition

While written justification is not required for purchases below the micropurchase level, one of the three conditions must be met before purchasing a non-compliant product that is listed in the CPG.

4.  TACOM’s comprehensive Affirmative Procurement program is still being developed, pending further guidance from higher headquarters.  However, sufficient guidance is available to begin certifying compliance with CPG requirements.  Therefore, effective immediately, TACOM-ARDEC procurement initiators will certify that purchases of EPA designated items purchased directly, or processed by the Picatinny Center for Contracting and Commerce above the micropurchase level either meet or exceed the CPG, or do not meet or exceed the CPG, but include the appropriate justification.  Certification will be documented utilizing AMSTA-AR Form 5002, dated 25 Dec 00, entitled, Affirmative Procurement Certification (Enclosure 2).  

5.  The certification form will be integrated into TACOM-ARDEC automated systems for processing technical data packages (for external customers) and Picatinny Arsenal procurements.  During the interim, a hard copy or electronic version of the form with letter B. checked must be completed by the procurement package initiator and provided to the Picatinny Center for Contracting and Commerce for all local procurements.  A certification form shall also be completed for all direct procurements that are not processed by the Picatinny Center for Contracting and Commerce, e.g., credit card purchase.  Procurement initiators must also ensure that all pertinent Federal Acquisition Regulation clauses, e.g., FAR 52.223.9 – Estimate of Percentage of Recovered Material Content for EPA-Designated Items, are included in the contract.  

6.  All Affirmative Procurement Certification forms for Picatinny Arsenal procurements that indicate that CPG items are being procured, i.e., Part I Number 2 or Part I Number 3 is checked and Sheet 2 is attached, shall be provided by the Picatinny Center for Contracting and Commerce after contract award, or the procurement initiator in the case of direct procurements, to the point of contact below for recording and reporting requirements purposes. 

7.  The POC for this action is Mr. Mark Napolitano, AMSTA-AR-QAW-E, extension 3615.

                           //signed//
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Associate Technical Director




                          for Development, Engineering, and
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CF:  

SFAE-GCSS

AMSTA-DSA-MO

AMSTA-DSA-PF

AMSTA-DSA-SA

AMSTA-DSA-MCD      

EPA CATEGORIES with respective list of DESIGNATED ITEMS
as of 20 Sep 01

Construction
Building insulation
Carpet

Cement and concrete

Consolidated and reprocessed latex paint

Floor tiles

Laminated paperboard

Patio blocks

Shower and restroom dividers

Structural fiberboard
Carpet cushion

Flowable fill

Railroad grade crossings/surfaces

Landscaping

Garden and soaker hoses
Hydraulic mulch

Lawn and garden edging

Yard trimmings compost

Food waste compost
Landscaping timbers and posts (plastic lumber)

Non-paper Office

Binders (paper, plastic covered)
Office recycling containers

Office waste receptacles 

Plastic desktop accessories

Plastic envelopes

Plastic trash bags

Printer ribbons

Toner cartridges

Solid plastic binders
Plastic clipboards

Plastic clip portfolios

Plastic file folders 

Plastic presentation folders

Paper and Paper Products

Commercial/industrial sanitary tissue products
Miscellaneous papers

Newsprint

Paperboard and packaging products

Printing and writing papers

Parks and Recreation

Plastic fencing
Playground surfaces

Running tracks

Park and recreational furniture
Playground equipment

Transportation

Channelizers
Delineators

Flexible delineators

Parking stops

Traffic barricades

Traffic cones

Vehicular

Engine coolants
Re-refined lubricating oils

Retread tires

Miscellaneous

Pallets
Sorbents

Awards and plaques

Industrial drums

Mats

Signage, including supports

Strapping and stretch wrap

                                                  Enclosure 1

�





�This is the MSC’s Commander.  To find his address:





1)  See Appendix Z of your Quality Correspondence Manual.  Find your installation and see it’s MSC on the right margin (EX:  Newport Chemical Activity’s MSC is CBDCOM).  Jot it down.





2)  See AMC-P 210-2 (appendix D of your Quality Correspondenc Manual).  Find the MSC you jotted down above.  Use the “name” but not the office symbol, to complete this address.





  








�The “FOR” is the Installation Commander’s address.  See AMC-P 210-2 to find the installation.  Do not use the office symbol.  Do use the commander’s name.  You must SPELL OUT THE COMMANDER’S TITLE (i.e. do not use LTC, instead use Lieutenant Colonel).






